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the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Regulations (FMCSR)
Effective July 21, 2026



FMCSRS – Technical Corrections

Final rule went into effect July 21, 2026. 

How does FMCSA Define Gross Vehicle Weight Rating?
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Old Definition:

G.V.W.R: Means the value 
specified by the manufacturer 
as the loaded weight of a single 
motor vehicle.

New Definition:

G.V.W.R: Means the value 
specified by the manufacturer 
as the maximum loaded weight 
of a single motor vehicle.

NOTE: Because the manufacturer determines a vehicle’s G.V.W.R., the weight rating does 
not change regardless of the actual weight of a vehicle at any given time.



FMCSRS – Technical Corrections

49 CFR Section 396.3(b) – Inspection, Repair and Maintenance 

Removal of the requirement to maintain TIRE SIZE as part of identification 
of a vehicle as part of the required records.

Vehicle Identifications still required include:
• Company Number (If marked)
• Make, Model, Serial Number, Year
• If the motor vehicle is not owned by motor carrier, the record shall 

identify the name of the person furnishing the vehicle.

NOTE: These corrections did not modify your requirement to maintain a record of tests 
conducted on pushout windows, emergency doors, and emergency door marking lights 
on buses.
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Additional Relevant FMCSA Final 
Rules



FMCSA – 2025 – 0109

Parts & Accessories Necessary for Safe Operation; Spare Fuses

Spare Fuses no longer required in CMVs

This final rule removed the requirement under 49 CFR 393.95(b) that each 
commercial motor vehicle (CMV) be equipped with at least one spare fuse 
for each type and size of fuse needed for the operation of the CMV. 
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FMCSA – 2025 – 0115

Driver Vehicle Inspection Reports; Electronic

Electronic Driver Vehicle Inspection Reports (DVIRs) are allowed

This final rule amended 49 CFR 396.11 and 396.13 to clarify electronic 
driver vehicle inspection reports are an acceptable document type.

Note: This clarification does not prevent any motor carrier from continuing 
to use paper DVIR documents. 
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FMCSA – 2025 – 0114

Electronic Logging Device; Operator’s Manual

Copy of ELD operator’s manual NOT required to be kept in a CMV

Drivers are required to understand how their ELD works.  

Therefore, this final rule removed the requirement under 49 CFR 
395.22(h)(1) that each commercial motor vehicle (CMV) be equipped with 
a copy of the electronic logging device operator’s manual. 
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FMCSA - DACH
 Driver’s Return-to-Duty Process
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A CDL Driver’s Return-to-Duty (RTD) Process
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Fraudulent SAPs Claiming False Clearinghouse Violations

FMCSA has identified scammers who contact CDL Employers to obtain 
personal information under the guise of a Substance Abuse Professional 
(SAP) attempting to resolve an unknown open violation.

PII Information includes:
• CDL number and State
• Driver’s Date of Birth
• Driver’s Social Security Number

     These scammers threaten to enter fraudulent controlled 
                             substances and alcohol program violations unless the CDL holder 
                             provides payment to the scammer.  
a

Contact the FMCSA DACH Clearinghouse Team - https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/contact
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FMCSA - MOTUS



MCS-150 Update Requirement Pause
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FILE A MOTUS IT TICKET
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Will I Lose Access to my FMCSA Portal Account?

NO – Only the account user’s registration information /options 
have migrated to the Motus: USDOT Registration System.
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Users still have 
access to Company 
Activity Including:
• Crash List
• Inspection List



FMCSA Passenger Carrier Division
Safety Activities Update
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Fraudulent Motorcoach Leasing 
Agreements



Passenger Carrier Lease Agreements  

49 CFR 390.401 allows for the lease and interchange of passenger carrying 
commercial motor vehicles. 

FMCSA has seen an increase in the number of fraudulent passenger carrier 
lease agreements claiming a Mexico domiciled commercial motorcoach has 
engaged in a written lease agreement with a U.S. domiciled  commercial 
passenger carrier.

The majority of U.S. domiciled carriers were unaware their name and 
U.S.DOT number were fraudulently used to as part of a leasing agreement 
scam.
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Passenger Carrier Lease Agreements  

How do I protect my business? 

Review your roadside inspection history regularly.

Know the indicators:
• Emails and calls asking about trips outside of your service area.
• Complaints from individuals requesting refunds for trips you did not 

provide.
• Calls from unknown maintenance facilities requesting authorization to 

work on a motorcoach in their shop. 
The use of a specific fraudulent lease agreement is typically short lived but may be 
recycled for future use.       
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Passenger Carrier Lease Agreements

Search your roadside Crash and Inspection history: 
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Users still have 
access to Company 
Activity Including:
• Crash List
• Inspection List



Passenger Carrier Lease Agreements

Search your roadside Crash and Inspection history: 
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Select Full Report

Select:
From Date

To Date

https://complaint.fmcsa.dot.gov/



FMCSA Recommends- Pre-Trip Passenger Safety Briefings 

Information provided in voluntary pre-trip safety briefings to
passengers can save lives.

Pre-trip passenger safety briefings provide an opportunity to remind
passengers to fasten their seatbelts and to highlight the location and
instructions for operation of emergency exits. 

Please encourage your drivers to conduct pre-trip passenger safety
briefings. 

  Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Passenger Carrier Safety Division



OPEN FORUM

MCSEP@DOT.GOV


	Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
	��Bus Association of New York State, Inc.�a�FMCSA Update�October 2026�Passenger Carrier Safety Division
	���a�FMCSA Regulations / Policy Update�
	Technical Corrections Throughout the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSR)
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Additional Relevant FMCSA Final Rules
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	FMCSA - DACH� Driver’s Return-to-Duty Process
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	FMCSA - MOTUS
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	FMCSA Passenger Carrier Division�Safety Activities Update
	Slide Number 21
	Fraudulent Motorcoach Leasing Agreements
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	OPEN FORUM��MCSEP@DOT.GOV

